»out, halfway out:on Duxbury Beach
/e-mile peninsu]a‘ of sand dunes, wild ro
bushes and tldc-toppled telephone poles
s.atmosphere recalls some forgotte
>uth Sea':island where English settlers’
rolved a’ hybrld culture all their own.

«Outside the house'are small_signs"o
1e unorthodox Hangtng from a-tree isa
ﬁrdrop shaped feeder that always turns’
ownwind S0 that snow never- blankets it

bove a tralning blcycle wlth a rear wheel -

hild can rock safely.
.- The'beach dwelling embodles the play-
ul:mind of its owner, Patrick John Cud
nore, one of America’s dwindling band of
2000 “fulltime lndependent inventors:-In°
an age when most Inventors are employed
by government.or- lnduslry. the 40-yea
old Cudmore chases his dreams alone.
He not only designs inventions, but he
alsp oftenbullds and tests’ them In'the,
icean.: and w!nds bufﬁ:l‘.lng Duxbury:
Beach, More v\s\onary than buslnessman.
he nevertheless must sell manufacturers
on’ ‘his'ideas. WIthout Jlaboratory or think
tank, he ma?f spendyears perfecting. one
[nventlon scraping by lwltb an’ opt
mist's casual €YE on success.
;Since.he-abandoned a more 0 thodox
‘arccr tcn years ago as de,slgner Ior
.,ambr!dge conqnlt[ng firmsy Cudmi '
invented unique toys’ and m
len resembling’ abstragt sculpture:
ase. the fochs of sunlight, air and"wate;

He believes they. are the: precursar
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nusudl On one wall abort[ve kites hover;

iy . ing cvcle ‘that Cudmore calis''a ‘bri-;

Pamck Jo,hn Cudmore ,amﬂec out
! from a-paraphernalia-filled r00m at.si
top left. Some of his mventmns..‘.-.},
S " clockwise from top right: a Leardrop- 2
- - shaped bird feeder that always turns.
_downwind so that snow never blan-
kets its opening; a flying'car; a hy- .
drofoil sailboat that ifts’ out of the
water even in low winds; and a tram-
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wings-and otherisclence-fictional 1nnovas
tions'that soméday:' wl!l ' 'tr

%ﬂd?lelp'—t' needs i

idmigre has ,elght, itents;
l)ut?Q ly’ two.;nventloné ‘both ﬂops. have
been marketed*Ba/g-’ l;reaks have stymied ...
him;’ friends: “‘sayy; 'ang, with - his: reluc;

‘recelving a master's degree in eu'ghltecture éﬂ
t Harvard, he was'a deSignep:for. Camy, o
oridge’ Seven. Earl Fla ‘sberg 'nd ABT as- B

tance o, altet hls‘

ons 4 ~_ S . etalned ‘custody of his two' song ftgr adi; !
%l"'.: ?i,p[pgrat St R S vorcefrorit hisifirstiwife in 1965§ H¢ then
~¥"‘J° majke 'decided to quit. ABT ‘ang: MIT, where" he "

ogy dowinitg epr

h the Black Hills, .
: tqrnal grandfather, Hormidas Mar
on started ‘~the;'ﬂr§t=z{ s

f

’lnventor. whlch enabled him 19’ shpervlse; :
.his children more easily He remirtied in:
976. His wife; Lorraine, {5 a biologist an

l
g3
1@?0{ hig rofary wing's appl t
oy whlch Milton E‘,radley, Inc., _marketed
can, with practice;:be: thrown 200 feet.'It
Was meant. to compe e with the frisbee

but lt neverfdld %

. Ea
) The ;.“Bugfeye.! which: magniﬂes n
Insect si¥ times,” and illuminates it with a
speclal type of %ass Thls lnsect—vlewer
‘inténded as achild’s mlcroscope, and M
ton Bradley so produced t
llmlted sa eq‘

eep;: whlch woul p!fo‘

\B up
,shop in'a norlh Cambridge churqh build-,f-:..
%ing, which'was later demolishét ,as a fire: -
azard. He.and . his empfoye,e;i whittled‘. '
‘models - .of the . “Cudmore rota(){,,wmg-,
from soap bottles and the S 1O, was i
borh. He moved to Duxbury ln .f(t q74 and *
“to the beach house in 1978 i

: ‘-bank }qan and
old his share of the family- ranch -in South -,
‘Dakota. to finance the shop. wb.ich moved !

in 1972 to the loft of a paper piapt Healso
borrowed from friends 5"There*\vbre very -

coniceptions reflect 'an’ extraordlnv irily:fe
‘ tlle mind; They call, hlm a Renaﬁs'g
b Vig ng

#fived: ivlth the famlly as hls nanny. an
by _ught,,éudmore :the’ rudiments:of th
73 “-, iStoux:language. He say§'that he absorbed
$ from her the lndlan belief that’ nature’§

am!cs apd other ﬁe
ork; frlende sa' th:

i . *Skioo, 8 h.
maneuverablllty of'an ice skate:Maniiifac-
luring arrangements mlsﬂred but ‘Cud-

j A slmpliﬂed rear—vlew mirror. which
:Clidmore’ ‘says ellmlnatw blind spots. ) .e'
ftnvented xt for:‘an" automoblle company, é::
'and he says Amertcan cars may use it by: PO
1985,x e

eptox:- was desperatel 1,,”
,klte tha,t; ;would’chan é’%

Dlsappolntments have con;irmed to'fJe o
...the story, of Cudmores . Aife.ibuty, as he. o
1 says;. the future Is the Onl test of an in-




